




With the implementation of cutting edge access solutions, 

the modern steeplejack works closely with a temporary works 

designer. Calculations are prepared, schematic drawings are 

provided in order to overcome the most complicated

of access issues – Figure 2 and photograph 2.

The demolition of industrial chimneys has progressed significantly. 

From the crude methods of the 1980’s, where little consideration 

was given to Health and Safety, to the up to date remote 

controlled demolition rig, which addresses modern day codes of 

practice. - figures 3 and photograph 3.
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Conclusion
From its’ humble beginnings, the access industry continues to 

adapt and to pioneer new techniques in order to safely carry out 

work at height in line with stringent Health & Safety regulations. 

The skills that were developed whilst working on church steeples 

have progressed to take in all tall structures such as industrial 

chimneys, hyperbolic cooling towers, columns, vessels, masts, 

bridges and flare stacks.

The one-time isolated work environment of the steeplejack has 

been replaced by a transparent, justifiable mode of operation, 

which compares favourably with similar highly skilled disciplines 

within the construction industry.
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